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Compare web hosting packages and choose the right one for you. All packages compared come with the latest technology (php ready, cPanel, MySQL databases), excellent functionality and features including E-Commerce tools, photo galleries, chat rooms, forums and much more, all at an incredibly low cost.
About Me

Firstly who am I? And why listen to my recommendation? My name is Jonathan Aston, a young entrepreneur from the UK. I have a very technical background in Internet Systems, having completed a degree at Aston University in Computer Science and the Managing Director of a successful Web Design & Development Freelance company. I also have a marketing, business and analytical approach to all I do. To add I’m a web designer, developer and programmer and I currently maintain over 25 web sites and over see another 10 to 15. So that’s me.

Of course managing and maintaining such a large amount of websites allows me to try out allot of web hosting providers. Having this experience I am able to separate, to put it bluntly the good from the bad, I have had some bad experiences and so have a few of my colleagues with poor hosting providers, therefore this is why I have decided to help you in your journey on finding a suitable web host for you and your business. 

Before I bombard you with a list of hosting packages, firstly I think it’s best to determine what you plan to do with your website and why you are creating one, so please read the brief points below and make a selection accordingly: - 

So What Type Of Website Do You Want?

Option 1. Quick & Easy Setup
If you're looking for a nice, quick and easy way to build a personal or professional looking website using a ‘Website Builder’, a website builder requires no HTML or web programming languages experience; you simply select a design online and insert your text and images etc 

With this option you can still produce your own website using HTML and other web languages, but this provider does boast a great website builder for those less experienced.

To summarise this is the package to choose if you have zero design or web programming knowledge.
Read More >>

Option 2. Medium - Large Website
If you're looking for something a little more substantial with advanced capabilities such as Online Store (E-Commerce) to sell products, Blogs, Images Galleries, Discussion Boards, Web Calendars and Online Chartrooms etc.

The difference between Option 1 and 2 is with option 2 you will have access to a lot more functionality as stated above although this option also comes with a Website Builder.

To summarise this is the most common type of hosting plan people choose with advanced features and functionality but still for less experienced users.
 

Read More >>

 

Option 3 – Build Your Own From Scratch
Very similar to the above package (contains a lot of advanced features and functionality) but this package is great if you want to create your own website from scratch using a HTML Editor such as Dreamweaver or Coffee Cup. This was how the website www.howtowebsite.co.uk.

To summarise this is the most common type of hosting plan people choose, this package offers a lot of flexibility.
 

Read More >>

 

Option 4. Web Hosting in the UK
Did you know that hosting your website in the UK can if the majority of your entire customer base is located in the UK, then you should get hosting in the UK. 
 

Read More >>

 

Option 5. Want somebody else to create your website?
 

Read More >>

So here we go…

Explain What is a Web Host?

After purchasing/registering your domain name you are now ready to select and purchase a web host.

A host, sometimes known as a server is like a computer located in a different location. The web host or web server provides space to store your individual web site files e.g. pages and images etc so other people can get access to them when they want to visit your website. Furthermore your web host can support numerous email accounts (e.g. info@domainname.com) 

This is the central hub to your website so please play close attention to this section.

Why Do I Need a Web Host?

As mentioned this is the central hub for all of your website files. A web host is needed so other people can access your website from around the world 24 hours a day 7 days a week.

You could host all of this yourself, however this route can be quite complicated and time consuming. Using a web host is more cost effective over the long term; you should concentrate your efforts on creating a great website with good functionality and content.

My Recommended Web Hosts

	Option 1 - Quick & Easy Setup | BlueHost
Customer Support

This is the first of my recommended web hosts. Customer support has to be a priority, certainly for beginners and for general users. BlueHost use an excellent and intelligent issue tracking management system, you simply submit your issue in the form of a ticket and this is then resolved by the BlueHost support team. The great thing about these tracking management systems is that a trail of progress is left every time your ticket has changed status, giving you the ability to track all of your issues to ascertain their status. 

Finally this great management system boasts quite an in depth knowledge base which contains all previous tickets (all customer questions and queries). This provides an easy accessible hub for frequently asked questions enabling you to find answers to your questions and queries very quickly.

BlueHost have also launched a 24/7 live chat support service as of 2006 and has been successfully utilising this service ever since. I particularly find this service extremely useful because if you have searched the knowledge base and the rest of the internet and you still can’t find any answers these guys are great to approach regarding any hosting issues you may have with BlueHost, their response is very efficient, much quicker than waiting for an email.

All web hosting providers recommended by How To Website have excellent customer care and support, are well trained, extremely knowledgeable and very efficient in what they do.
	


Multiple Domain Hosting

With BlueHost hosting you can host unlimited domain names, your main website itself and unlimited domain names with just one hosting account.
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Other websites expect you to open up one hosting account per domain name and when they offer unlimited disc space and band width you never really get chance to utilise all of this space unless you use your server as a mass storage unit. BlueHost have clearly demonstrated great customer care here by offering multiple domain hosting.

If you do purchase multiple domains they are incredibly easy to successfully set up in your BlueHost control panel, you have complete control. Furthermore the add-on domains are free; you will not incur any maintenance set up fee at all. Other hosting providers who do offer multiple domain hosting do charge a set fee for each domain you add so do watch out for this but there is no need to with BlueHost.

BlueHost Features and Functionality

cPanel Control Panel

Again as with LunarPages BlueHost use cPanel. This, again as previously stated is a must have tool to have in your hosting account. cPanel boasts a great selection of features and these are extremely user friendly intuitive and very responsive. As a final reminder on this when you are searching for a hosting provider insure this is present.

Have a play around with cPanel using this demo – icons may not load but you can still look at the interface and features.

cPanel truly is a great hub and a must have for all web masters from novices to experts filled with an excellent user friendly interface which is very intuitive and easy to learn.

Fantastico Library

Again another must have for web masters. Avoid reinventing the wheel and make full use of these easy to install scripts. Fantastico offers a whole range of scripts including blogs, content management systems, customer relationship systems, discussion boards, e-commerce solutions (online shop), image galleries, mailing lists, site builders, Wiki’s and allot more.

100 MySQL Databases

This works fantastically (no pun intended) with Fantastico. You may be unfamiliar with MySQL but when you begin to explore the Fantastico library and the type of functionality, this is when you will most certainly utilise these MySQL databases, this is because many of the Fantastico scripts require a MySQL database, you can now see how these can be used up.

Free Domain Name

With BlueHost you are entitled to a free domain name for as long as your web hosting account exists and you sign up as a user for 1+ year. If you do not choose this option your domain name will cost $10. If you already own a domain name you do have the option to transfer your domain name over to BlueHost.

If you do have an existing domain name and sign up for 1+ year’s web hosting you can still take advantage of the free domain name hence taking advantage of a. multiple domain web hosting and b. Utilising the unlimited disc space and band width. [image: image1.png]
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Free WhoIs Service

Please see the above ‘PRIVACY’ for background on this. Every domain name you register, as part of this process you have to submit some contact information. However as stated above in ‘PRIVACY’ this can be abused by spammers and it can have an adverse affect. BlueHost enables you to use them as the ‘trust’; you have full control over all of this information.

PHP 4 and 5 Ready

I myself have allot of hands on experience, frustrations and opinions on this subject. PHP 5 is obviously an upgrade from PHP 4 and both versions cannot simultaneously exist in the same server. Many web hosting providers tend to stick with using PHP 4 as they are primarily concerned that the upgrade may upset customers as it may affect some web sites built in PHP 4.

BlueHost provide both PHP 4 and PHP 5 servers offering you the flexibility to make your choice of which version you use. Many developers find that they need to upgrade to PHP 5 when their web site demands more advanced features and functionality. BlueHost great offering gives web developers the opportunity to update existing scripts and successfully host them with their advanced scripts on a PHP 5 server. To do this takes a simple email request to the BlueHost technical team.

Get BlueHost Web Hosting >>

Option 2 - Medium - Large Website | PowWeb 

Okay, so why Powweb over the vast number of web hosting providers? Firstly you don’t have to worry about running out of space, I like many people always believe won’t need that much space on a web server, however as your online presence expands that extra space is needed, and believe me you will need it. Powweb offer such a huge amount of unlimited space for such a low cost.

Always a thumbs up for me is when providers offer a 30 day money back guarantee, this shows a great way of satisfaction guaranteed, but believe you will not be disappointed, but the security is there, there’s no harm in trying it out first.
We at How To Website understand all of this may be new to you and you are probably unfamiliar with how allot of this work but Powweb have an outstandingly friendly technical support team, providing 24/7 phone and email support and for all users who do not wish to make overseas phone calls Powweb also have an incredible online chat who are extremely helpful prompt and will sort out any queries, I actually use their live chat facility just before writing this so I know from experience.
Not only do Powweb offer great hosting, they also provide you with the necessary tools to grow and profit from your website, but we will touch on this in a bit more detail towards the end of this piece.

This is fantastic, Powweb operate one of the largest online communities on the internet, [image: image6.png][ bluehost

Affordable, Reliable Web Hosting Solutions!




historically I have always been a little resistant to join communities as I feel ill never find what I’m looking for but joining likeminded people is a great opportunity to get answer and exchange thoughts and ideas with web designers and novices alike.
Reliability online is so important, you can’t afford you website to suffer any down times at all, it could lose you hundreds or even thousands of pounds, if your customer is dissatisfied or even worse cannot access you website at all due to server downtime this is bad for your brand and bad for your profits. PowWeb is built on high-performance and reliability. So host your Web site like the big guys and dont suffer from downtime! PowWeb uses similar technology to Google, Yahoo and Microsoft to ensure maximum uptime!

Powweb offer extremely fast networks, their servers connect to the internet at lightning speed, providing efficient and reliable high speed performance, brining you one of the most reliable services on the internet today.

Powweb is a company you can really trust. They have been an award winning hosting provider since 1999, and also a member of the Better Business Bureau.

Incredible value for money - Powweb's One Plan hosting package eliminates the confusion over different package, this standalone package offers EVERYTHING you need for only $5.77 (£3.92) per month! Other Web hosting companies charge up to five times more.

FREE Great Products
FREE Shopping Cart - want to be an online entrepreneur, with Powwebs FREE E-Commerce packages you can do this with ease and hassle free. Powweb offer feature-rich online shopping cart so that store owners can set up, run and maintain their online stores quickly and easily, with no costs, fees or limitations involved. With over 6 years of operation, ecommerce (just one of the E-Commerce packages) currently powers more than 11,400 registered live shops around the world so if you want to sell products from your site then this is a good host for that.

Easy Website Builder - This excellent wizard allows you to choose a pre-created layout/template and create a website in minutes. No HTML or other programming language is required, and all of the on screen instuctions are non jargon, all you do is select the design you like and add your own text, images and logo and your away. 

More Control of you website - If you choose to create your own web pages from scratch using HTML and you do not wish to use the FREE website builder you can also use any HTML editor such as CoffeeCup or Dreamweaver and have full control over your website. I must admit designing your own website gives you great control over how it looks and search engine optimisation, so if you do own your own HTML editor software (if not please click here for some great packages) you can still create your own website and publish it using Powweb. 


Other Advanced Features And Functionality

· Wordpress Blog - Extremely search engine friendly, great way to build and maintain online relationships with customers. 

· Images Galleries - Image galleries can be a bit of pain to implement manually using code, but 'CopperMine' and 'Gallery2 are advanced user friendly picture gallery tools, allowing you to set galleries to private or public, website visitors can then rate pictures, add comments, send e-cards and you can manipulate these galleries how you want to, extremely powerful advanced features all included in the price. 

· Discussion Boards - Create an online buzz and community around your website, a great way to bring visitors back to your website and chat about your products and services, this is a great tool for market research, find out what your customers what more of and what they don’t like so much, extremely easy to set up and maintain, a must have for all websites. 

· Web Calendar - This can be used as a single user calendar or multi use calendar for groups of users or even as an event calendar viewable by visitors 

· E-Commerce / Online Store - As previously mentioned the perfect solution for selling your products and services online with 'my basket' and 'checkout' facilities. 

· Online Chatrooms - Communicate directly with your customers or friends through your site has never been easier, you have full control to oversee visitor conversations. 

· There are allot more advanced features available but this is to name a few, click ere to view more 

Glowing Testimonaisl and Satisfied Customers

When you visit their site, you'll notice that they proudly display over 100 testimonials from their satisfied customers that prove they are well worth the time and investment.

They also pride themselves on their peer-to-peer chat forums so you can chat with other Powweb customers as you share ideas, ask questions, and more. You can read my review of Powweb here. When you register your domain name at WebsitePalace.com, don't select a web host -- only order the domain. Then after you have finished the domain name registration process, head on over to Powweb's site and sign up for their hosting. 

Get PowWeb Web Hosting >>

Option 3 - Build Your Own From Scratch | LunarPages

This is the third of my recommended web hosts. In this review I will not be focusing on Unix, Windows and dedicated servers, but I will be focusing on what most individuals and businesses will need, this is the ‘Basic Plan’. Before you ask “what about the business plan?” you don’t need to worry about this, I do not know why this service still exists, LunarPages have upgraded the ‘Basic Plan’ so much there is hardly any difference between them apart from the basic plan is a quarter of the price!
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Customer Support

Operating a web development company as I mentioned earlier I have been able to trial a large selection of hosting providers. The customer support at LunarPages is outstanding; all customer support staff are organised, prompt, extremely knowledgeable and operate in a non jargon manner. 

1. Free telephone support – Whilst overseeing a fairly large web based project our team did require some support from LunarPages; every single point of contact was excellent. For the UK: 0800 072 9150. The USA and Canada: 1 877 LUNARPAGES for people outside of this area: 1 714 521 8150. 

2. Support help desk – LunarPages use a great ticketing system. You simply submit an issue ticket (an issue ticket is simply your enquiry) using a simple online form and submit it to the LunarPages support team. All issues are tracked from initial submission to completion, allowing you to refer back to these issues if they reoccur or if you simply want to review the tickets progress. However a less time consuming option for you may be to elicit the use of the quite substantial knowledge base, which holds all previous issue tickets submissions and their corresponding resolutions – this is like a large ‘frequently asked questions’ area – very useful and easy to use. 

3. Email Support – If you are interested or you do go on to successfully create an account with LunarPages I would advise you to add support@LunarPages.com to your easy access address book. They offer excellent advise whatever your query be it pre or post sale. 

4. Forum Community – LunarPages operate quite a large community forum which creates a great buzz around the organisation (their forum is one of the most established ones on the internet today – with over 35,000 members). Here you can seek advice and communicate with other likeminded people great for both newbie’s and experts. This is a great place to exchange ideas or even initiate possible online partnerships. 

 Features and functionality

cPanel 

cPanel is great. This control area basically allows you to gain access to and control all of the main features and functionality of your website including email accounts, databases, password protected directories, custom error pages, sub domains, forums, shopping cart (online store), chat rooms, search engine submission and much much more, cPanel looks a bit like this (your view may vary): - 

Have a play around with cPanel using this demo – icons may not load but you can still look at the interface and features.

cPanel truly is a great hub and a must have for all web masters from novices to experts filled with an excellent user friendly interface which is very intuitive and easy to learn.

Fantastico Library

Again another must have for web masters. Avoid reinventing the wheel and make full use of these easy to install scripts. Fantastico offers a whole range of scripts including blogs, content management systems, customer relationship systems, discussion boards, e-commerce solutions (online shop), image galleries, mailing lists, site builders, Wiki’s and allot more. 

PHP & MySQL

If your new website necessitates the use of a database LunarPages offers an extremely robust and up to date platform. I myself have allot of experience with building databases from scratch and find this platform interface extremely helpful with the use of the pre installed PHPMyAdmin and MySQL. Using this platform you are able to add, edit, manipulate and populate all of your databases, all of the database management systems I have built have been implemented and maintained using this very platform. With this kind of technology you can add some very advanced functionality including price comparison, site search and other powerful dynamic content like many of the top websites today. 

LunarPages also keep me very happy by making regular updates to all of the software they offer, this is a huge bonus if you are making full use of the software LunarPages offer and if you are a keen programmer and developer.

Multiple Domain Hosting

I wish this had been around when I purchased my first web host. LunarPages now offer unlimited domain hosting all inclusive in the plan. To put simply this means you are able to host multiple domains (www.’s) under one account on the same host. So if you have a few areas of interest you can now create separate web sites for each interest, purchase a domain name for each one and host all of those websites under one account, making the whole process cost effective. 

Sub Domains

LunarPages gives you the ability to create unlimited sub domains. A sub domain could be used to store and display a different section of your website e.g. www.reccommendations.howtowebsite.co.uk.

Video Tutorials

Ok, we all get sick and tired of reading through lengthy web pages and tutorials but LunarPages offer free video tutorials on how to successfully achieve all of your web master tasks e.g. publishing your website using FTP, managing and updating your name servers after you have registered your domain, setting up email accounts and using HTML editing software such as Dreamweaver (read more on Dreamweaver).

Free Domain Name

Domain names are fairly cheap, but never the less LunarPages will offer a free Domain Name with all annual price plans. This is a great benefit for joining LunarPages and your domain name will be free for as long as you stay with LunarPages.



What space and band width do LunarPages actually offer?

You may see a lot of hosting providers advertise that they offer unlimited space and band width; however this is not entirely true. Some providers may put in place such restrictions as file size limit. With LunarPages there are no such restrictions, you have the ability to upload huge files utilising a massive amount of band width and disk space. 

LunarPages Server

Due to the success of LunarPages and the ongoing demand for their services, every month they will add at least 5 new servers to their server farm. This may or may not mean much to you but they use a Dell PowerEdge 2850 servers powered by dual Intel Xeon 3.2 GHz hyper-threaded processers, 4GB of memory and 5 x 73 gig hard drives in Raid 5 configuration. All servers are backed up daily, so your data is safe.

Finally

So in conclusion, if you are a novice or an expert who is looking for a better hosting provider LunarPages are an excellent choice because they take you from day zero to day completion giving you excellent support at every stage with the effective use of outstanding customer support, video tutorials but most of all, all the tools, functionality and advanced features to do just about anything you want wrapped up nicely with one of the most user friendly, intuitive and non-jargon interfaces on the web today.

Step By Step Guide - How To Get Your Own Web Host with LunarPages >>

 

Get LunarPages Web Hosting >>

Option 4 - Websites Servings the UK

This is the final selection in my recommended web hosts list. Did you know that the majority of websites are not hosted in their residing country? Many people select the cheapest provider they find, however I believe you should only host your website in a different country if your business is worldwide. If your business has a local element then it should be hosted on a country specific hosting provider, in this case you should be hosting your website in the UK.

Hosting your website in your residing company can increase your visitors by a significant amount and one of the reasons for this is because Google, Yahoo and MSN (the three major search engines) give preference to local site. If you carry out a search using both google.com and google.co.uk you will find the search engine results will differ slightly. You will discover google.co.uk will favor UK based websites located in the UK. Let’s say for example you own and wish to advertise your car valeting company in London, UK, there is no point whatsoever receiving traffic from the US or Australia as they are not your target audience at all.

Furthermore I have had personal experience of this, I recently changed server for a local business and within a few days seen a significant increase in their search engine rankings, so this was proof that this indeed made a huge impact, as a result this particular increase traffic by 213% just through hosting their website in the UK (locally).

Companies Serving the UK please read

For companies servicing consumers in the UK did you know it’s advantageous to have a server in the UK? One of the major search engines be it Google, do give preference in the UK search results for websites hosted in the UK.

I know of a few web development web sites who aim to serve their local area in the UK but yet find their visitors coming from all over the world, and this is not really their target market. So if your website is hosted in United States for example you have less chance of appearing in the UK results so to fix this you should look to purchase hosting in the UK – get your own up hosting. 
Recommended UK-based website hosting service

I have used a selection of web hosting companies in the past since university actually, a few years ago now! But here is my pick on a great UK Based website hosting company: -

This hosting provider offers a great array of tools and features. You get quite a bit of space with this host for your money and this is why I would suggest opting for the larger package if you are serious about your internet business and see your website growing, however you can upgrade and downgrade package if you feel the need. Spending that little bit extra to get excellent UK Web Hosting when you think of the you can increase your daily traffic by a substantial amount just by having local hosting.

Here are a few more points on why I recommend this service

1. This provider offers cPanel which gives you full access to email accounts, auto responders, mailing lists, ftp manager, directory password protection, error pages, sub domains, chat rooms, message boards, ecommerce (online shop) integration, web stats, databases, Fantastico (Fantastico offers over 40 scripts which allow you to integrate further functionality as photo galleries, e commerce application and much much more - this is the top tool available on web host today!). 

2. The servers have a very fast response time, meaning that your website loads quickly 

3. They don’t guarantee silly levels of bandwidth. This means that you don’t share your website hosting with spammers. 

4. Their servers have a fantastic level of server up-time, meaning your website will be robust and is less likely to suffer any down time at all. 
5. The servers are indeed based in the UK - which already explained helps Search Engine Optimisation. 

6. The shared hosting services start at only £22.99 per year -although I’d recommend that you go with the £69.99 package which gives most businesses enough bandwidth. 

So again I highly recommend this service here is the link again
Get UK Host Web Hosting >>

Option 5 - Want Somebody Else To Create Your Website?

Ask Dynamic Studios - Web Design And Web Development
Before choosing your hosting account, please review all of the points made in this recommended web hosts section, it’s very important that you make the right decision here. Here you will learn about a few hosting options, after this section you will be able to decide which hosting package suits your website best.
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